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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING
Chris and Ursula

Bethmann

“I have used the Aiken Homes Team of Vikki, Brandi, Nancy and Scott for my
family’s real estate needs the last 7 years. During that time we have purchased
and/or sold 5 homes. Aiken Homes Team approach and recommendations to
represent our home and highlight the best attributes of the home is a proven
recipe for success. Two of these homes were under contract in 16 days or less.
real estate needs.”

Jeremy and Laurel

Youngblood

We had been trying to sell our townhouse for some time and couldn’t seem to get it to budge. Brandi and Vikki
came over and walked through with us and told us simple improvements that we could make that would help it
to sell. After completing the improvements and listing the home, it sold within 30 days for almost asking price!
Brandi was our agent once again and she was TERRIFIC! She showed us a listing and did she hit gold! I can’t say
enough good things about Brandi and Aiken Homes! Whether you are looking to buy or sell they are the best!
We will use them again if we ever decide to move and always recommend them to anyone looking for a realtor!

Justin

McKnight

“Working with Vikki Crossland and Brandi Crossland Cook was wonderful.
buying and selling my house with them and Meybohm Realtors.”

Doug & Jana

Curry

“We were referred to Vikki by a friend in New Jersey. We knew little about
Aiken, but as soon as we met Vikki we knew we had a friend in Aiken.
Considering that we were from out of the area and "just looking", Vikki spent a
visit. When we returned 4 months later there was
lot of time with us on our
no doubt we would work with Vikki. She was honest, extremely knowledgeable
of the market and the area. Not only did we buy a house in Aiken, we also now
have a best friend in Aiken.”
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Meet Our Team
Vikki Crossland and Brandi Crossland Cook are a
mother-daughter duo that has paired up to create a
dynamic real estate team. The two have been working
together at Meybohm Realtors since Brandi became a
licensed agent in 2004. In 2013, Vikki and Brandi
branded their partnership with AikenHomes.com, an
easier way to search for or sell a home in Aiken, South
Carolina. Vikki and Brandi are proud to be “The Best of
the Best” of Meybohm in 2016 and V.P. Sales-Level members. They strive to provide Aiken home buyers and sellers with a
successful team approach to real estate.
This dynamic team works together to accommodate their clients. In doing so, they are more available to their clients. “We
return calls and emails on the same day and we learn the likes and dislikes of each of our clients. For example, whether they
prefer email, text or phone calls.” We want to accommdate our clients as best as we can, in order to make them comfortable
with the buying and selling process.”
The Aiken Homes Team share the belief, if they do the right thing, do what they say they will do, and work hard, their

success will follow.

About Our Team Members:
Brandi Crossland Cook is a licensed real estate

Vikki Crossland has vast experience and
knowledge of the real estate industry. In 1977, she
began as a real estate practitioner in California
and has been a South Carolina broker since 1985.

an Accredited Buyer’s Representative (ABR). In
2013, Brandi received the Aiken Board of Realtor’s
“Realtor of the Year” award, Meybohm Realtor’s
“2015 South Carolina Bronze Sales” award and
achieved the V.P. Club Sales level. Brandi’s
speciality in marketing includes: virtual tours,
brochure design, photography, and communication with clients on their homes and properties

Not only is Vikki an accomplished broker, she is
Accredited Buyer’s Representative (ABR) and a
Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES). Vikki is one of
the top producing Realtors in the Aiken area and
continues to be a “Top Producing Agent” in

the right home that will suit their personality. She

was awarded Meybohm’s “2016 South Carolina
Platinum Sales” agent. Vikki’s 40 years of
experience in real estate will represent your best
interest in your real estate needs.

Vikki Crossland
CRS, ABR, SRES

their dream of home ownership, as well as
coordinating the details involved with closings
and all real estate transactions.

Brandi Crossland-Cook
CRS, ABR
Scott Linkenhoker is a licensed REALTOR associate
who joined the team in 2011 after retiring in
Brevard County Florida as a Utility Manager in
2010. Scott and Vikki dated for six years before
getting married in 2011. He then became part of
the Aiken Homes Team where he assists in
providing background support of the daily
operations by monitoring vacant homes and
meeting contractors and clients as needed. Scott
enjoys following up on details for our clients and
customers during and after transactions have
closed. Scott is an important facet of the Aiken
Homes Team.

Nancy Harwood is a licensed REALTOR associate
who has been working with the Aiken Homes
Team for 17 years. She is an Accreditated Buyers
Representative (ABR). Nancy is originally from New
York, and has worked for Vassar College as an
assistant to the Bursar and Payment Plan
Manager. She enjoys meeting people from all over
the world and has a special love for horses. Nancy
specializes in assisting people who are relocating
to Aiken. She comprehends the needs of the
retirees, and coordinates the details involved with
closing real estate transactions. Nancy is an
invaluable member of the Aiken Homes Team.

Nancy Harwood
ABR
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Scott Linkenhoker

Navica Mobile Plus App

Get access to the MLS
Dear Future Home Buyer,
As your real estate agents, we have exclusive access
to the MLS database and we want to share it with you.
Once you download the app, you will receive an email
with the code from us to set up the account.
Contact us to learn more.
Your Real Estate Team,
Vikki & Brandi - AikenHomes Team, Meybohm Realtor
Vikki Crossland, CRS, ABR, SRES
The Aiken HOMES Team of Meybohm Reltors
AikenHomes.com 803-702-4090 803-645-8008

Tip: Scroll
down to locate
code once you
receive the email!
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DISCOVER AIKEN’S RICH HISTORY
and the largest industrial impact for the area, the Savannah River Site. William Aiken,
President of the South Carolina Canal and Railroad Company, commissioned a railroad
to run from Charleston, South Carolina to Hamburg, South Carolina running through
Aiken. The railroad was completed in 1833, and the city of Aiken was chartered in 1835.
Aiken became a place of retreat for Charlestonians who wanted to escape the heat and
malaria brought on by the summer months. The Winter Colony was made up of
wealthy northerners who were attracted to Aiken’s warm climate and ideal area for
equestrian sports. Restorations completed during the Winter Colony era brought an air of
sophistication and charm to downtown Aiken.
The Savannah River Site (SRS) is a facility that was designed to produce nuclear materials
during the Cold War. It was completed in 1953 and the construction of the 300 square-mile
site employed 38,582 workers. The site has brought thousands of people to Aiken over the
can be discovered at the old train depot which is now the Aiken Visitors Center and
Train Museum, by visiting Banksia (where the Aiken Historical Museum is located) or by
talking with the locals.
34

AIKEN RECREATION
THE ARTS
Aiken Center for the Arts offers a multitude of outreach and awareness programs including opportunities for children and
performing arts; as well as a Gallery Store where local artisans offer their original works for sale.

The Aiken Performing Arts Group

the Performing Arts
have provided citizens with the wonderful experience of affordable, professional, live entertainment on their doorstep.
APAG also does community outreach by negotiating with its visiting professional artists to participate in on-site master
classes and presentations in Aiken County public schools.
is a visual and performing arts center located on the University of South Carolina

as well as the University Theatre Player Productions, vocal and instrumental performances, and photography and art work
created and performed by USC Aiken students.

Juilliard in Aiken

is the embodiment of Juilliard’s mission in action. The week-long event features public performances,
chamber concerts, master classes and outreach to area schools. This project’s true uniqueness and excitement is the partnership

partnered to create a festival of this magnitude and importance. Aiken is host to students and faculty from the Juilliard School
who come to present public performances, and exciting outreach programs that include master classes, workshops, an artist
residency, and in-school performances in our Aiken Public Schools.

EQUESTRIAN ACTIVITIES
day. People

who saw the area’s climate and soil as a great place to train their thoroughbreds this tradition continues to this

Steeplechase Association plays host to a multitude of equine-related events. In March, Aiken’s famous
Triple Crown is held over three consecutive Saturdays. The Triple Crown consists of three events: the Aiken Trials, a practice
round for young racing thoroughbreds; the Aiken Steeplechase, also known as the Imperial Cup, is six races in which jockeys
guide their horses over a series of jumps; and the Steeplechase Polo Tournament. Additionally, the Fall Steeplechase called
the Holiday Cup is held in
in them have moved on to contend in the Kentucky Derby and the Preakness.
Additionally, the sport of polo has always been embraced by Aiken. Matches have been held every Sunday since the 1880s
equestrian events throughout the year, there is no doubt why Aiken is called thoroughbred country.

GOLF
Much like the equine culture, the sport of golf has embedded itself into Aiken’s history since the very beginning. In 1892,
Thomas Hitchcock, a prominent New York sportsman, established the Palmetto Golf Club near what is now downtown Aiken.

However, the Palmetto Golf Club is not the only golf facility in Aiken. Aiken County has 15 golf courses. These courses explode
with activity during the week of the Masters Tournament, one of four major championships in men’s professional golf held every

ENTERTAINMENT
museums, and galleries.
, home of Augusta Greenjackets Baseball. Named for the green
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USCA Convocation Center is a state of the art facility with capacity ranging from 3,500-to 4,100 patrons. It
features

advertisement opportunities, rentable meeting space for any function, and two additional practice courts. The
Convocation Center is also home to the University of South Carolina Aiken: Pacer Sports.

The Aiken Downtown Development Association is an organization made up of members and volunteers who all
work toward a common goal: to improve the economic vitality, enhance the beauty and preserve the historical inheritance of
downtown Aiken. The Aiken Downtown Development Association hosts many events throughout the year including A Holly Day,
Beach Blast, Christmas in July, Aiken’s Makin’ Sidewalk Sale and more.
The Aiken County Farmer’s Market
their goods on tables that were used by their parents and grandparents, continuing the traditions of small family farmers.
The Market, now as
then, is a place where items are offered for sale and conversation and recipes are shared with
friends, old and new.

Aiken Historic Tours

PARKS
Aiken State Park
State Park is also as rich in its history as it is natural beauty. During the Great Depression, an African American detachment
of the Civilian Conservation Corps built the park. Their work can still be seen in some of the remaining structures as well as
interpretive signage.
is
Carolina. It is the world’s largest pond measuring just a few inches short of being a lake! The pond is the perfect
place to
banks or in the water.

Hitchcock Woods is located just outside of downtown Aiken, South Carolina. At 2100 acres, it is one of the largest urban
forests in the United States. The tract of land is maintained by the Hitchcock Foundation for public use. The many hiking
and horseback trails here can provide for hours of fun exploring the interesting terrain. The Cathedral Aisle Trail, which was

Hopeland Gardens
Mrs. Iselin planted the deodar cedars and live oaks which still grace Hopelands Gardens today. The lazy curves of the paths and
garden borders lead visitors throughout a wonderful variety of experiences sure to please visitors of all ages.

MUSEUMS & HISTORY
The Aiken County Historical Museum

building in the heart of the Winter Colony district, the Museum provides an insight into the county for adults and children by
offering rotating exhibits, educational tours, and children’s exhibits.

The City of Aiken’s Visitor’s Center and Train Museum is available for events such as meetings and catered
affairs. After more than ten years of planning and fundraising and a year of construction, the railroad depot has been
replaced on the original site and looks very much like it did between 1899 and 1954.
, completed in 1859, was once the home of James Henry Hammond, three
at the site as slaves and later free men and women. Now one of the many historic plantations South Carolina has opened
to the public, this site symbolizes the ambition, wealth and power of James Henry Hammond a successful cotton planter,
congressman, governor and senator, who spent his life defending the southern plantation system and his status within it.
celebrates the great tradition of racing, and Aiken’s
vital role in it. Thirty-nine Champion Thoroughbreds have trained at the famed Aiken Training Track he Hall of Fame
immortalizes
through the present. Photos, trophies and other memorabilia highlight these outstanding horses.
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A GREAT PLACE FOR FAMILIES!
The area has a small town feel with many amenities that are distinctive to a large city. There
are many recreational opportunities in Aiken County; rom museums and festivals to a large parks and
recreation department, there is always something fun happening in Aiken. Aiken County has a wonderful
education system including public, private, and homeschool opportunities. If you are looking for a place to raise
a family, Aiken is the place to be!

A GREAT PLACE TO RETIRE
Aikenites aren’t the only ones who believe that Aiken is a great place to retire. Century 21 Magazine
a publication
that Boomers were moving to. Aiken Senior citizens represent the largest group in
Aiken. To accommodate this
variety of housing options from

ctive

health facilities and wellness
ountry lub setting to ssisted

before!

programs
themselves more active than

AIKEN EDUCATION
town in the United States to require children to attend school. Mr. William Gregg, owner of the Gregg Mill, would
The Aiken County School District puts a great emphasis and effort on engaging every student in
the maximum educational
experience
by
providing
the
most
current
technology,
an
easily
accessible transportation system,
the state average.
are many opportunities in Aiken County for students of all ages. Additionally, Aiken
County encourages students to continue their education after high school. The University of South
Carolina Aiken and Aiken Technical College are institutions of higher learning located in the county and both
offer a wide variety of majors and programs for students seeking an associate’s, bachelors, or even master’s
degree.

Public Schools and Vocational Centers | www.acps.schoolfusion.us
University of South Carolina Aiken | www.usca.edu
Aiken Technical College | www.atc.edu
School Zone Locator
Private Schools

76
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AIKEN HEALTH SERVICES
The Aiken area is blessed with having some of the best medical care available for its citizens. The Aiken
is a state of the art medical facility offering a wide variety of specialties and services.
a
Georgia, University Hospital, Trinity Hospital, the United States Veterans Affairs Medical Center, and more.

and providing a
itself from other medical institutions part of this comes from community education
and outreach y offering
teens make wise choices, family life education programs, wellness
programs for seniors, and a free health
conjunction with 5 area churches, four planned
communities and the City of Aiken. These seminars are an easy way for members of the community to
get useful health and wellness tips.

programs and events at a discounted rate. This includes seminars and activities
that are as unique as the
program offers a variety of helpful services including a discount program that
that has over 100 participating providers. Seniors also get a newsletter that is a great source for healthy
living tips, healthcare information and information about events hosted by the hospital.
There is a large number of small businesses as well as manufacturing facilities in Aiken and the Hospital
is actively working with them to educate and train the employees on proper health care and wellness. This
can result in fewer sick days, less on the job injuries, increased productivity and better problem solving
abilities.
The Program
assessments,
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Drug screenings

provides

multiple

services

to

local

business

including:

Periodic

heath

risk

seminars and health fairs, Disease management and nutrition guidance Physicals,

Quick Facts about ARMC
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Emergency department treats over 54,000/ people per year
The Women’s LifeCare center delivers over 1,200 every year
There are more than 4,800 surgical procedures done each year
With the exception of the Aurora Pavilion, all patient rooms are private
Consistently ranked among the nation’s top hospitals for quality measures in pneumonia care
Recognized by South Carolina Emergency Management as having the No. 1 Incident Command
System in the state
7) Recognized as the only storm ready healthcare facility in the CSRA by the National Weather Service

Facilities and Services of the Medical Center:
Aurora Pavilion Behavioral Health Services - Provides individualized assessment and inpatient and outpatient
treatment for adults, children, adolescents and seniors who have behavioral, emotional, and substance abuse
problems.
Bariatric Surgery - Offers gastric bypass surgery and laparoscopic sleeve gastrectomy surgery. The process
includes preoperative counseling, support groups and nutritional counseling.
Cancer Care Institute of Carolina - Offers both radiation oncology and hematology/oncology services, in addition
to support services for cancer patients and their families.
Cardiovascular Institute of Carolina - Offers everything from health screenings and education to diagnostic
testing, medication, surgery and rehabilitation.
Diabetes and Nutrition Teaching Center - Board Certified in pediatric and adolescent nutrition and weight
management, renal nutrition management and diabetes self-management.
Emergency Department - Committed to making your emergency department experience as smooth and simple
as possible with caring physicians and staff available 24/7
Joint and Spine Center - People recovering from hip or knee replacement surgery will work with their physician,
nurses, physical therapist, “coaches” and a case manager during a week-long recovery program. Patients will
participate in both individual and group therapy sessions to ensure the best recovery experience.
Laboratory Services - Has four locations including Laboratory at ARMC, Outpatient Services at ARMC, Southside
Medical Services, and Northside Drawing Station.
Palmetto Pediatric Center - Provides inpatient and outpatient services for infants, children and adolescents.
Children can get regular health care as well as care when they are sick. Inpatient services include the newborn
nursery and inpatient admissions.
Sleep Evaluation Center - Patients undergo sleep studies that examine how you breath and sleep which can be
instrumental for a physician to identify a sleep disorder and begin treatment options.
Southside Imaging Center - Offers services including digital mammography, open MRI, multislice CT scans,
ultrasound and more.
The Vein Center - Offers several procedures to treat venous diseases. These include sclerotherapy, ligation/
phlebectomy and VNUS Closure.
Women’s Life Care Center - Services include Gynecologic care, breast surgery, treatment of menopause and
osteoporosis, estrogen replacement therapy, and more. The childbirth center prides itself on advanced clinical
expertise and a warm and caring staff.
Women’s Life Care Diagnostic Services - Services include mamography, bone densitometry, stereotactic breast
biopsy and routine xrays. Our all digital mamography insures that results are both fast and comprehensive.
Wound Healing Institute of Carolina - This facility is committed to giving you the care and the healing that you
need. Their Services include hyperbaric oxygen therapy and much more.
There is Charlie Norwood VA Medical Center clinic in Aiken, SC. The Community Based Outpatient Clinic are
staffed by caring and dedicated VA employees. These professionals provide many services including primary
care and mental health services to smaller communities and rural areas to provide care that is accessible and
convenient
Also, within a 30 minute drive to Augusta you will find the Georgia Regents University/Medical College of Georgia,
University Hospital, Trinity Hospital, the United States Veterans Affairs Medical Center, and more.
Aiken has the finest care for our elderly citizens with numerous nursing and assisted living facilities complete with
skilled nursing care, assisted living, and physical and restorative treatment.
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AIKEN REAL ESTATE TAXES
All land, buildings, structures, and improvements are subject to tax by the City of Aiken and Aiken County. Property
taxes
determined by calculating:

Assessment values are determined from the fair market value of that property and the assessment ratio. Properties
are
on the fair market value. Fair market value is the amount for which property can reasonably be expected to sell
on the open market with a willing buyer and a willing seller.

to determine the property tax due. The millage rate is equivalent to the tax per $1,000 of assessed value.

Estimating Taxes for Aiken - City & County
Millage Rates as of 12/31/2016
City of Aiken: 62 mills
Aiken County - Owner Occupied: 97.21 mills
Non-Owner Occupied: 234.5 mills
Owner Occupied Property - Taxed at 4% Assessment
Investor Property - Taxed at 6% Assessment
Example: Owner Occupied
$100,000 House
$100,000 X 4% = $4,000 - Assessed Value
$4,000 X County Millage Rate (92.2 mills) = $388.80
$4,000 x City Millage (62 mills) = $248.00

Example: Non-Owner Occupied
$100,000 House
$100,000 X 6% = $6,000 - Assessed Value
$6,000 X County Millage Rate (234.5 mills) = $1404.00
$6,000 x City Millage (62 mills) = $372.00
Notes: (1) Rates are subject to change. (2) Calculations
do not include allowable tax credits.
For further informaiton:
Call: City Tax Assessor: 803-642-7785; County: 803-642-1583
OR visit the City of Aiken and Aiken County websites:
City: www.cityofaikensc.gov/taxes/tax-calculation/
County: www.aikencounty.gov/DspSvc.php?qSvcID=22
County 6% Exemption:
www.aikencountysc.gov/Forms/ASR_6PercentPropertyExemption.pdf

WHAT IS THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION?
In order to qualify you must:

1. Hold complete fee simple title of life estate to your primary residence.
2. As of December 31st preceding the tax year of exemption you:
Were a legal re ident of South Carolina for one calendar year
Were 65 years of age
Were declared totally and permanently disabled by a state or
federal agency having the authority to make such a declaration
Or are legally blind as certified by a licensed ophthalmologist

APPLYING?
Medicare card or Medicaid card. If you are applying due to disability, you will need to present documentation from the state or
federal agency, with proper authority, certifying that disability. If you are applying due to blindness, you will need to present
proper documentation from a licensed ophthalmologist that is registered with the South Carolina Commission for the Blind. If
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AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA

Relocation Information
DRIVING
Registering your vehicle
(You have 45 days to transfer your vehicle title and registration)
1. Start at the Aiken County Government Center with your out of state title or
previous car registration form. At the Center you will be directed to the Auditor’s Office
to calculate your tax bill. The tax rate for personal vehicles in Aiken County is 6%. This is paid
at the Treasurer’s Office. Both offices are located at 1930 University Parkway in Aiken. You will
be issued a paid property tax receipt.
2. Next go to a South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles office
Aiken DMV Office: 1755 Richland Avenue East, Aiken, SC 29801
Phone: (803) 641-7752
Mon. – Tues., Thurs. – Fri. Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. (closed on state holidays)
Wed. Hours: 9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturdays 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. two weekends a month
Road Test Appointments: 2:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
CDL testing and International Services are not available at this location.
North Augusta DMV Office: 1913 Ascauga Lake Road, North Augusta, SC 29841
Phone: (803) 279-6659
Mon. – Tues., Thurs. – Fri. Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. (closed on state holidays)
Wed. Hours: 9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Not open on Saturdays
CDL testing and International Services are available.

You will need the following to complete your registration
• The paid property tax receipt you received at the
Aiken County Government Center
• Your out-of-state vehicle title and registration
If there is a lien on your vehicle, you must bring the name and address of the
company that holds the lien
• Liability Insurance information
Provide the name of your automobile liability insurance company, not the name of
the agent. If you are a new resident in South Carolina and have an automobile policy
with a national insurance company, be sure to change your address with your insurance
company before you register your vehicle in South Carolina. DMV will verify your
coverage electronically. If the insurance policy cannot be verified, your driver’s license and
vehicle registration may be suspended.
• Odometer mileage reading
This information is used to complete Form 400, Certificate of Title/Registration. The form
is available at the DMV office or may be downloaded and completed in advance at
www.scdmvonline.com
• Personal Identification
A valid/unexpired out of state driver’s license or a new South Carolina driver’s license are
acceptable forms of identification.
•
•
•
•
•

Title and Registration Fees
Title - $15 fee
Passenger cars and RV’s - $24 fee
Persons 64 years of age - $22 fee
65 or older or disabled - $20 fee
(If disabled, a statement from a medical doctor as to the permanency of the disability
must be submitted)
• Motorcycles - $10 fee
• Utility or Camper Trailers - $10 fee
• Trailers with empty weight in excess of 2,500 lbs. - $20 fee

Obtaining a South Carolina Driver’s License
(You have 90 days to obtain your license)
• If your out of state license is valid/unexpired you do not have to pass the knowledge
test or road test.
• An eye exam will be given at all SC Department of Motor Vehicles offices or you may
submit a statement of visual acuity from an eye specialist.
• If your name has changed since birth, you must provide all legal documents (adoption
records, marriage certificate, certificate of naturalization, court ordered name change)
supporting all name changes from birth to present.
• A South Carolina license is valid for ten years and must be renewed by your birthday
in the tenth year.
• Military Personnel (and their dependents) and students temporarily in South Carolina are
not required to obtain a South Carolina Driver’s license. However, you must have a driver’s
license from your home state to operate in South Carolina.
Rules of the Road – Traffic Regulations
• South Carolina utilizes a point system to penalize traffic law violators. This system is
designed to encourage violators to improve driving habits or risk losing their license. Each
traffic violation carries an assigned number of points, and when the total reaches a
maximum of 12, the driver’s license is suspended.
• Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs carry severe penalties, including
imprisonment.
• In South Carolina, if windshield wipers are being used because of weather conditions, then
headlights must be used as well.
• Seat belts are required for the driver and front seat and back seat passengers when the
vehicle is equipped with a shoulder harness in addition to a lap belt.
• State law mandates the use of child safety seats that meet National Safety Commission
standards (buses are the only exception). Children under the age of six must be restrained
in the front or back seat as provided by South Carolina’s child restraint law. Four out of five
children in safety seats are improperly restrained. Parents should have their children’s
safety seats inspected for proper installation. The Department of Public Safety, Office of
Highway Safety, maintains child passenger safety seat fitting stations. For more
information, call (803) 896-9950 or 1-877-349-7187. You can also visit their web site at
www.buckleupsc.com

ELECTRICITY AND GAS
Aiken County is served by two electrical utilities. Aiken Electric Cooperative primarily serves
the rural areas of Aiken County. The Co-op’s headquarters are located at 2790 Wagener Road
(SC 4 east) in Aiken. You may contact them by phone at (803) 649-6245 or (800) 922-1262.
More information is available at their website: www.aikenco-op.org.
South Carolina Electric & Gas (SCE&G) primarily serves the incorporated areas of Aiken
County. SCE&G has offices in Aiken and North Augusta. You may contact them by phone at
(800) 251-7234. More information is available at their website: www.sceg.com.
Natural gas is available in certain areas of Aiken County. South Carolina Electric & Gas
(SCE&G) provides natural gas in selected areas of Aiken County. SCE&G has offices in Aiken
and North Augusta. You may contact them by phone at (800) 251-7234. More information is
available at their website: www.sceg.com.

GARBAGE REMOVAL
City of Aiken Public Service Department ......................................................... (803) 642-7613
Provides garbage disposal services to homes in the city limits, as well as
curbside recycling. Rolling carts are available to all city residents.
Tyler’s Sanitation, Inc. ..................................................................................... (803) 648-6714
Provides garbage disposal to unincorporated areas of Aiken County

From the Greater Aiken Chamber of Commerce
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please recycle this publication
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GOVERNMENT

Cable Television

State Government

Atlantic Broadband .......................................................................................... (803) 641-2144
www.atlanticbb.com

• The capital of South Carolina is Columbia, located approximately 60 miles northeast of Aiken.
• South Carolina is governed under a constitution ratified in 1895.
State legislators and members of the state’s executive branch can be contacted by calling the
following numbers:
Governor............................................................................................................... (803) 734-2100
Lt. Governor.......................................................................................................... (803) 734-2080
State Senate .......................................................................................................... (803) 734-2080
House of Representatives ..................................................................................... (803) 734-2402

Aiken County
Phone:............................................................................................................. (803) 642-2012
Location: 1930 University Parkway, W, Aiken, SC 29801
Website: www.aikencountysc.gov
The county is governed by the County Council, comprised of an elected-at-large Council
Chairman and 8 members elected from single-member districts.
• Council-administrator form of government
• Council members are elected at large to four-year terms.
• A county administrator is appointed by the county council to manage the day-to-day
activities of the county.

City of Aiken
Phone:............................................................................................................. (803) 642-7654
Location: 135 Laurens Street, SW, Aiken, SC 29801
Website: www.cityofaikensc.gov
The City of Aiken operates under the Council-Manager form of government. Under the
Council-Manager Plan, the City Council sets policy guiding the city’s growth, development,
and future. The City Manager serves as the Chief Administrative Officer, much like the
President of a corporation. Under this role, the City Manager is responsible for daily
operations, including hiring and firing of all employees, as well as the efficient and effective
use of funds approved by the City Council through the annual budget.
Other Aiken County Cities and Towns:
Burnettown ...................................................................................................... (803) 593-2676
Jackson ........................................................................................................... (803) 471-2228
Monetta/Ridge Spring. .................................................................................... (803) 685-5258
New Ellenton ................................................................................................... (803) 652-2214
North Augusta ................................................................................................. (803) 441-4202
Perry ............................................................................................................... (803) 564-5756
Salley .............................................................................................................. (803) 258-3485
Wagener .......................................................................................................... (803) 564-3412
Windsor .......................................................................................................... (803) 648-4355

LIBRARIES
www.abbe-lib.org
Aiken County Public Library ........................................................................... (803) 642-2020
Jackson Branch Library ................................................................................... (803) 471-3811
Midland Valley Branch Library ........................................................................ (803) 593-7379
Nancy Bonnette (Wagener) Branch Library ...................................................... (803) 564-5396
Nancy Carson (North Augusta) Library ........................................................... (803) 279-5767
New Ellenton Branch Library ........................................................................... (803) 652-7845

MEDIA
Newspapers
The Aiken Standard ........................................................................................ (803) 648-2311
Local/Aiken County
published daily
www.aikenstandard.com
The Augusta Chronicle .................................................................................... (803) 648-1395
Augusta-Aiken MSA
published daily
www.chronicle.augusta.com

Broadcast Television
WAGT - TV 26, NBC........................................................................................ (706) 826-0026
WFXG - TV 54, FOX ........................................................................................ (706) 650-5400
WJBF - TV 6, ABC........................................................................................... (706) 722-6664
WRDW - TV 12, CBS....................................................................................... (803) 278-1212

Radio Station
88.3 WAFJ Radio - Contemporary Christian ................................................... (803) 819-3125
92.7 Oldies WKSX........................................................................................... (803) 275-4444
Beasley Broadcasting ...................................................................................... (706) 396-7000
WCHZ 95.5 FM - Active Rock
WDRR 93.9 FM - Classic Hits
WGAC 580 AM - News/Talk
WGAC 95.1 FM - News/ Talk
WGUS 102.7 FM - Southern Gospel
WHHD 98.3 FM - Top 40
WKXC 99.5 FM - Country
WRDW 1630 AM - Sports/Talk
Clear Channel Broadcasting ............................................................................ (706) 396-6000
WBBQ 104.3 FM - Yesterday & Today
WEKL G105.7 FM - Today’s Country
WZNY 102.3 FM - Classic Rock
WKSP 96.3 FM - Today’s R&B and Old School
WPRW 107.7 FM - Hip-Hop and R&B
iTalkUS.com & WEZO 1230 AM ...................................................................... (706) 364-9361

POSTAL SERVICE
U.S. Post Office ............................................................................................... (803) 649-9211
www.usps.com
Main Branch located at
307 Laurens Street, NW, Aiken, SC 29801
Other locations may be found by calling (800) 275-8777

TAXES
State Income Tax
South Carolina has a simplified income tax structure which follows the federal income tax
laws. South Carolina accepts the adjustments, exemptions and deductions allowed on your
federal tax return with few modifications. Your federal taxable income is the starting point in
determining your state income tax liability.
• www.sctax.org/Tax+Information
• For more information, contact the Department of Revenue Publications Line at
(803) 898-5405 and ask for a free copy of the “Moving to South Carolina” brochure.

Tax Rates
Individual income tax rates range from 3% to a top rate of 7% on taxable income. Tax
brackets are adjusted annually for inflation.

Credits
Listed below are some of the individual income tax credits which may lower your South
Carolina tax liability.
• A refundable tuition tax credit of up to 25% for tuition paid to South Carolina public and
private colleges may be available for qualifying individuals. The maximum credit is $850
per year for four-year schools and $350 per year for two-year schools.
• A two-wage earner credit allows married couples to take a maximum credit of $210 if both
spouses work.
• A maximum credit of $300 is available for payments made for nursing home care or
intermediate nursing care provided in the home for yourself or another individual.
• A credit is allowed for income taxes paid to another state on income which is taxable in
both states.
• A child and dependent care credit allows you to claim 7% of your federal allowable
expenses for the care.
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Deductions to Income
• You do not pay a tax in this state on property sold in another state.
• A deduction of 44% is allowed on net long-term capital gains; the South Carolina holding
period is the same as the federal.
• Beginning with the first year you receive qualified retirement income and until you reach
age 65, you can take a deduction of up to $3,000. You can take this deduction for income
received from any qualified retirement plan. If both spouses receive retirement income,
each spouse is entitled to a deduction.
• At age 65, all residents are eligible for a deduction of up to $15,000 from income,
regardless of the source. A surviving spouse may continue to take a retirement deduction
on behalf of a deceased spouse.
• Reserve pay income received from the National Guard or armed forces for the 39 days of
annual training and weekend drills is exempt from tax.
• Disability income from a permanent and total disability is deductible.
• South Carolina does not tax Social Security benefits or railroad retirement.
• Interest you receive from federal obligations is deductible.
• A deduction is allowed for each child under 6. The deduction is 100% of the federal
personal exemption, which is adjusted each year for inflation.
• A deduction is allowed for a special needs adopted child.

Additions to Income
Certain items of income must be added back to your federal taxable income.
• If any out-of-state losses were subtracted on your federal income tax return, they must be
added back to your taxable income on your state return.
• The deduction on your federal return for state income tax paid must be added back to your
taxable income on your state income tax return. However, it is offset by your state refund
amount if you claimed it as income on your federal return.

Aiken County
The South Carolina Constitution provides for the following ratios to be applied to the market
value or use value of property to arrive at the assessed value:
Agriculture real property (privately owned) ......................................................................4.0%
Commercial real property ................................................................................................6.0%
Home (legal residence) ...................................................................................................4.0%
Home, second (or any residential property where you do not live) ..................................6.0%
Motor vehicles, personal passenger ................................................................................6.0%
Personal property ..........................................................................................................10.5%

How do I get the best tax rate for my home?
If you own a home, you want to be sure to obtain the 4% assessment rate if you live in the
home and claim it as your legal residence. Otherwise, your tax rate will be 6%. To obtain the
lower rate, you will need to complete an application with the County Assessor. This should be
done as soon as you move into your home, but may be filed anytime before January 15, when
taxes are due. Once you have filed this application, you will not need to complete another one,
unless there is a deed name change, or use of the property changes. Call (803) 642-1583 for
information.

Are there any available tax breaks?
For all homeowners - Each homeowner is allowed an exemption up to $100,000 of
the home’s fair market value from property taxes for school operating costs based on the
1995 millage (81.8). This exemption applies only to your legal residence, not to second
homes, vacation homes or rental homes. No application is needed for this exemption; it will
automatically be reflected in your tax bill.
Homestead exemption - As allowed under SC Code Section 12-37-250

Senior Tax Work-off Program - This program allows citizens 60 years or older to work
for Aiken County Departments to earn an amount equal to the Aiken County portion of their
property taxes on their personal residence (school taxes are not included). This program
applies only to the taxes on residential properties and does not apply to commercial
properties. Please call the County Administrator’s Office at (803) 642-2012 to obtain more
information or an application to participate in the program.
For certain military veterans - that are 100% disabled service connected, or law
enforcement officers and servicemen killed in the line of duty, paraplegics, quadriplegics and
hemiplegics - A house and one acre of land on which the house is located is exempt from
property tax for veterans or for their surviving spouse. Application should be made through
the South Carolina Department of Revenue. Call (803) 898-5482 for information.

City of Aiken
To calculate your taxes on Real Property, you must have the appraised value from the Aiken
County Assessor’s Office. Real property is taxed at 4% for homeowner occupied and 6%
for commercial and non-occupied/rental property. The appraisal amount multiplied by the
correct tax rate provides the assessment on the property.
Please note the assessment is always rounded to the nearest tenth. The assessment
multiplied by the millage rate (62 mills would be multiplied by .062, 120 mills would be
multiplied by .120, etc.) provides the annual property tax due.
See the following example for a homeowner occupied property assessed at $100,000:
Take the assessed amount of $100,000 and multiply it by the Real Property percentage of
4%. This amount of $4,000 is the Equals Assessment amount.
Take the Equals Assessment amount and multiply that amount by the millage rate, which is
currently at 62 mills.
The Equals Taxes due is $248.
$100,000 X 4% = $4,000 x .062 = $248
If you do not have the official assessment, you may use this same formula to estimate taxes
due based on the data you have access to, such as selling price, other appraisals, etc,.

Sales Tax
• There is a 6% state sales tax imposed in Aiken County on the purchase of food, personal
effects and other items.
• There is a 1% local tax
For more information contact:
S.C. Department of Revenue............................................................................ (803) 898-5000
301 Gervais Street, Columbia, SC 29214
Aiken County Treasurer’s Office ....................................................................... (803) 642-2092
1930 University Parkway, Aiken, SC 29801
City of Aiken Finance Department ................................................................... (803) 642-7603
135 Laurens Street, SW, Aiken, SC 29801

TELEPHONE SERVICE
• AT&T and Atlantic Broadband provide telephone service to customers in most of
Aiken County.
• Deposits for home telephone services can vary depending on your individual credit rating
and type of services ordered. Often deposits are waived for customers with an excellent
payment record with a previous phone carrier.
• To place an order for residential service with AT&T, contact (800) 288-2020.
• To place an order for residential service with Atlantic Broadband, contact (888) 301-8649.

The first fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) of the fair market value of the dwelling place of a
person is exempt from county, municipal, school, and special assessment real estate property
taxes when the person has been a resident of this State for at least one year and has reached
the age of sixty-five years on or before December 31st, the person has been classified as
totally and permanently disabled by a state or federal agency having the function of classifying
persons, or the person is legally blind as defined in Section 42-25-20, preceding the tax year
in which the exemption is claimed and holds complete fee simple title or a life estate to the
dwelling place.

TRANSPORTATION

Should you have questions concerning filing for Homestead Exemption, please contact the
Aiken County Auditor’s Office at (803) 642-1510. All filings must be done through Aiken
County. When granted, the County will notify the City of Aiken to update the tax records.

Aiken Bus Station ....................................................................................... (803) 648-6894
South Carolina Department of Transportation...................................... (855) 467-2368
Augusta Regional Airport (24 miles from Aiken) ...................................... (706) 798-3236
• Is served by two airlines: Delta and US Airways. www.flyags.com

Aiken Taxi Transport ................................................................................. (803) 642-9910
SC Express Transportation (private transit service) ................................... (803) 648-9977
Best Friend Express (public transit service) ............................................... (803) 649-7981
www.bestfriendexpress.com
Fares: Adults - $2.00
Seniors/Disabled - $1.00

Students w/ID - $1.50
Medicare Card Holders - $1.00
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Aiken Municipal Airport ............................................................................ (803) 648-7803
• Private airport located in Aiken. www.aikenaviation.com
Highways
• The Metro area has access to interstate highways: I-20 and I-520.
• The area is serviced by three major U.S. highways and nearly 20 state highways.
Rail System
• Main line railroads serving the area include the CSX System and Norfolk Southern
• Amtrak connects the region with other cities throughout the nation via rail. The two closest
Amtrak stations are in Columbia and Denmark, South Carolina.
For more information about Amtrak: www.amtrak.com
Reservations ............................................................................................... (800) 872-7245

VOTER REGISTRATION
In order to vote, South Carolina law requires one must first register to vote at least 30 days
prior to the election. To be eligible to register in South Carolina you MUST:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be a United States citizen
Be at least 18-years old on or before the next election
Be a resident of South Carolina, this county and precinct
Not be under a court order declaring you mentally incompetent
Not be confined in any public prison resulting from a conviction of a crime
Have never been convicted of a felony or offense against the election laws or if previously
convicted, have served the entire sentence, including probation or parole, or have received
a pardon for the conviction.

A citizen who wishes to register to vote can complete a voter registration application at their
county board of voter registration.
Aiken County Voter Registration...................................................................... (803) 642-2028
1930 University Parkway, Aiken, SC 29801
When voting, you will be asked to show one of the following photo IDs at your polling place:
• SC Driver’s License
• ID card issued by SC Department of Motor Vehicles
• SC Voter Registration Card with Photo
• Federal Military ID
• U.S. Passport
Further information including district maps and polling locations may be found at
www.scvotes.org

Motor Voter Law
If you are a United States citizens and 18 years of age or older, you may register to vote when
you have a driver’s license issued or renewed. Your registration application will be forwarded
to the registrar in your county of residence. You must present acceptable proof of your social
security number.
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Protecting Your Health & Property
• Pest, Termite and Mosquito Control
• Home, Business and Industry
• Trusted Service Since 1967

WATER
Aiken (City of) ................................................................................................. (803) 642-7603
Bath Water & Sewer District ............................................................................ (803) 593-3221
Beech Island Rural Community Water District ................................................. (803) 827-1004
Breezy Hill Water & Sewer Company............................................................... (803) 663-6455
Clearwater Water & Sewer District .................................................................. (803) 593-3509
College Acres Public Works District................................................................ (803) 649-5619
Edgefield County Water & Sewer Authority ..................................................... (803) 279-1503
Jackson Water Department .............................................................................. (803) 471-2229
Langley Water & Sewer Department ................................................................ (803) 593-3404
Monetta Water Department .............................................................................. (803) 685-5258
Montmorenci/Couchton Water District ............................................................ (803) 648-9920
New Ellenton Public Works Commission ........................................................ (803) 652-2862
North Augusta (City of) ................................................................................... (803) 441-4219
Perry Town Hall ............................................................................................... (803) 564-5756
Talatha Rural Water District ............................................... (803) 652-1381 or (803) 652-1390
Valley Public Service Authority ....................................................................... (803) 593-2053

Call Now!
803-649-9803
www.aikenpest.com

Check our fares...

Wagener Water Department ............................................................................. (803) 564-3412

www.
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BUYER’S TIPS
in
you choose will assist you in all phases of the home buying process.

Financing
Extremely important! It is unfair to you and to the sellers to look without determining a target
to purchase a property, a seller will take your offer more seriously and be more willing to negotiate
price and terms!

Finding Your Dream Home
in

you with Comparable Sales in the neighborhood. Price is not the only important factor in an
offer to purchase; Closing date, terms, lead paint disclosure, and seller’s property disclosures
should be obtained and reviewed. Be aware of the subdivision’s covenants, conditions and
restrictions, and

money can show sincerity and sometimes betters the negotiating power especially when a pre-approval for loan letter is attached to contract.
expressing your appreciation and reasons for wanting the home in order to make your offer stand out!

After the Contract Is Signed
a complete home inspection covering all functions and structures of the house. Finishing the loan
s
your offer. You also need to arrange for utilities to be switched over to your name on the date
of the closing.

Closing
Coordinate the closing with a local real estate attorney and arrange to attend your closing to review,
sign the necessary paperwork, and provide the balance of the funds needed to close. You may want

15

It’s YOUR

Choice

Visit our website:
www.aikenhmes.com
O

ce: 803-702-4090
Cell: 803-645-8008
803-645-3325
Email: info@aikenhomes.com

THE CHOICE OF SERVICE BELONGS TO YOU - THE SC REAL ESTATE CONSUMER

These are important documents to review and understand before contacting,
talking and working with any real estate agent.

SC Disclosure of RE Brokage Relationship
Buyer Agency Contract
Pages
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Point of Sale
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POINT OF SALE Property Tax Increases
South Carolina REALTORS®

When you purchase a home, the assessor can raise the assessed value of your home to the current sales price (point of sale assessment). SC
Property taxes are calculated by the formula below.

( MILLAGE RATE x ASSESSMENT RATIO x VALUE ) - TAX CREDITS
set by
Local Elected
Officials

4% - Primary Home
6% - Rental, Commercial, Land
10% - Industrial

set by
Assessor

set by
Elected Officials

ASSESSMENT CAPS

New laws limit the increase on assessed property VALUE to 15
involved in an “assessable transfer.”

ASSESSABLE TRANSFERS
Sale of property
Rent-to-own
Transfer to/from trusts
Transfer by will
Long-term lease (20 years)
Corporate transfers
Changes in zoning / rollback taxes

EXEMPT TRANSFERS
Any IRS-exempt transfer
Transfer to spouse (divorce)

REDUCE YOUR TAX LIABILITY
for the legal residence tax ratio of 4% (only one legal
¸ Apply
residence is allowed.)

¸ Appeal the tax assessor’s appraisal if it is too high.
¸ Apply for all eligible tax credits (school operations, disability,
rate. Be proactive by voting.

Foreclosure, forfeiture, deed in lieu
Life estates
Tax sales
Security interests

ESTIMATING PROPERTY TAX

Consult your attorney or accountant to determine how factors such as point of sale assessment may increase your property taxes. Buyers should get a written
tax estimate from their tax assessor prior to closing, at the latest. SCR recommends that buyers get a tax estimate prior to contract.

• Discuss this information with your attorney or tax accountant.
• You are responsible for paying your property taxes every year.
• If you fail to pay your property taxes, you will lose your property.
• Budget: Taxes, insurance, and possibly your interest rate may
increase every year.
• Improvements, additions and remodeling add to your home’s
assessed value and will increase your taxes.
• Review the summary of property tax bills from the SC Statehouse.
www.scstatehouse.gov/html-pages/citizen.html.

Buyer’s Signature

REALTOR®

________________________ ____

_________________________________

Date __________

Date

_________
South Carolina REALTORS®

South Carolina REALTORS® is the largest professional trade association in
the state, serving as the voice of real estate for more than 21,000 REALTORS®
involved in all aspects of the residential and commercial real estate industries.
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